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1. IN A MAY 3 EDITORIAL ENTITLED "THE PEACE OF 'THE GULAG 
ARCHIPELAGO 1 IN VIETNAM", EL PAIS SAID THAT A REPRESSIVE 

PEACE HAS DESCENDED OVER VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA, AND THAT THEIR 
NEIGHBORS ARE NOW IN TERRIBLE DANGER. 

2. "IN ALL OF THIS," EL PAIS CONTINUED, "THE UNITED STATES HAS 
BEEN DAMAGED MATERIALLY AND MORALLY." AFTER ENUMERATING U.S. 
CASUALTIES AND EXPENDITURES, EL PAIS ADDED "AND THE LOSSES IN 
PRESTIGE, IN CREDIBILITY AND IN SELF-CONFIDENCE CANNOT BE 
COMPUTED IN NUMBERS, BUT THEY ARE OF VERY LARGE DIMENSIONS. 

THESE DIMENSIONS ARE GREATER THAN IS JUSTIFIED BY THE REALITY 
OF THE MATTER BECAUSE OF THE ANTI-U.S. PHOBIA THAT PREVAILS IN 
THE WORLD'S INFORMATION MEDIA. AND ACTIVIST OPINION ALL OVER THE 
WORLD HAS TRIED TO MAKE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE OF THIS EPISODE AND 
TO AFFECT BEYOND REASON THE IMAGE OF THE GREAT WESTERN POWER." 
THE EDITORIAL THEN POINTED OUT WITH IRONY THAT IN THE BEGINNING 
OF THE CONFLICT THE U.S. HAD BEEN CRITICIZED FOR DOING TOO 

MUCH. AND NOW "WITH THE SAME VIRULENCE AND THE SAME SKILLFUL PRO- 
PAGANDA WITH WHICH IT WAS ATTACKED FOR BEING INTERVENTIONIST. 

IT IS REPROACHED FOR NOT HAVING INTERVENED." 
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3. AFTER NOTING THAT "WE ARE NOT GOING TO DEFEND THE U.S. IN ALL 
THIS SAD HISTORY OF VIETNAM," EL PAIS RECOUNTED THAT HISTORY AND 
COMMENTED," THE U.S. FAITHFULLY OBSERVED ITS PART OF THE PARIS 
PEACE TREATY. ..THE SIN OF THOSE WHO DETERMINED THE POLICY OF 
THE UNITED STATES WAS TO BELIEVE THAT THOSE WHO SAT DOWN AT THE 
PEACE TABLE DID SO IN GOOD FAITH, AND THAT FOR ALL THE PARTICI- 
PANTS A TREATY WAS A SACRED TEXT TO BE OBSERVED." AFTERWARD. 
THE U.S. COULD NOT RE-INTRODUCE TROOPS INTO SOUTH VIETNAM BE- 
CAUSE "THE PREVIOUS ACCUSATIONS HAD DONE THEIR WORK, AND THE 
U.S. WAS NEITHER SPIRITUALLY NOR INTELLECTUALLY PREPARED TO 
INVOLVE ITSELF IN ANOTHER CHAPTER OF THE NIETNAM WAR; THUS, 

THE CURTAIN FELL ON THIS TREMENDOUS EPISODE, TO THE REIOICING 
OF THE COMMUNISTS AND THEIR FRIENDS, AND TO THE DISGRACE OF DEM- 
OCRATIC CONSCIENCES." 

4. EL PAIS CONCLUDED, "IT IS NECESSARY FOR THE WORLD OF WESTERN 
DEMOCRACY TO RETAKE THE INITIATIVE AND DEMONSTRATE THAT IT IS 
CAPABLE OF ACTING IN ITS OWN DEFENSE AND OF RECOGNIZING CONDUCT 
CONTRARY TO ITS INTERESTS. THE BATTLE OF VIETNAM WAS FOUGHT 
NOT ONLY IN THE INDOCHINESE JUNGLES, BUT ALSO IN THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRIES OF THE WORLD, IN THE PUBLIC PLAZAS OF EVERY CITY, 

AND IN THE CABLED REPORTS AND THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS, 

AND THE OVERWHELMING TRUTH IS THAT IT WAS LOST IN ALL THOSE 
PLACES. THIS CANNOT HAPPEN AGAIN, IF THE LOSS OF VIETNAM IS 
NOT TO BE THE LOSS OF THE WORLD." 

HAAHR 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 06 MAY 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975MONTEV01495 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 60-01 02 
From: MONTEVIDEO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750577/aaaacsyi.tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: n/a 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 STATE 86289, 75 MVD 1189, 75 MVD 1266 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: CollinPO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 5 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <15 JUL 2003 by BrownAM>; APPROVED <04 MAR 2004 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EL PAIS COMMENTS ON THE U.S. AND VIETNAM 
TAGS: PFOR, UY, US, VS, EL PAIS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



